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So-Called “Pro-Life” 
Governor Bob McDonnell 

Breaks his Promise and  
Sells Out to Planned 

Parenthood 
Planned Parenthood has just claimed 

VICTORY because gutless Governor Bob 
McDonnell refused to defund them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In a clever sell out, Governor McDonnell 
was caught cutting money for abortion, while 
increasing the amount of Virginia dollars flowing 
into Planned Parenthood. 

Virginians for Life Communications 
Director Marnie Deaton told supporters, “There 
is nothing we can do for the babies until next 
year, but we can press on in the fight to defund 
Planned Parenthood by making our outrage at 
Governor McDonnell’s sell-out to baby killers 
heard from the roof tops.” 

Here are the facts: 

A few years ago, the General Assembly 
removed Planned Parenthood as a line item in 
the budget. This way, each year legislators could 

Vol. 2, No. 1 – May 2010 

IN THIS ISSUE 
Governor McDonnell Sells Out to PP ................ 1 
Pro-Life Groups Provide Cover for McDonnell .. 1 
Questions for McDonnell .................................... 2 
From the Executive Director .............................. 4 

Life Defender 
Kellie McHugh, Executive Director                Post Office Box 1620                 Front Royal, VA  22630

   Jacob Parrish, Program Director 434 882 1839 

Governor Bob 
McDonnell used 
political smoke-
and-mirrors to 
send taxpayer 
money to Planned 
Parenthood while 
claiming to cut 
abortion funding.  
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Family Foundation and 
Virginia Society for Human 
Life Provide Political Cover 

for Bob McDonnell’s Sell Out 
to Planned Parenthood 

Virginians for Life Executive Director 
Kellie McHugh delivered sad news to pro-life 
Virginians.   

“Unfortunately I have the unpleasant duty 
to report that the other pro-life groups in 
Virginia have become mouth pieces for the 
Republican party, not for babies,” McHugh 
said.   

Even though Bob McDonnell’s actions 
won’t save one baby, The Family Foundation 
is providing political cover by stating that they 
are pleased that he withheld state money for 
certain abortions.  

Some, such as The Virginia Society for 
Human Life, are even defending the 
Governor's cowardice.  Olivia Gans, president 
of VSHL, is quoted in a Washington Post article 
as saying, "The governor isn't opposed to 
doing what he made his campaign promise on.  
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COVER – cont. from page 1 

Questions for Governor Bob McDonnell 
Virginians for Life Communications Director Marnie Deaton issued questions for pro-life 
Virginians to ask Bob McDonnell. 
1.  If you knew you were not going to keep your promise to defund Planned Parenthood, why did 
you make the promise in the first place? 
2.  After you made the promise, when did you decide to break your promise? 
3.  Since Planned Parenthood is claiming victory by your decision not to cut their funding but rather 
increase it, what did they say to you to convince you to sell out? 
According to VFL Executive Director Kellie McHugh, it is critical that Bob McDonnell hear from 
Virginians loud and clear that they do not accept his sell out to Planned Parenthood.  According to 
McHugh, “It is the only way will have a chance of turning him and Speaker Bill Howell around next 
session.” 
VFL is urging Virginians to call Bob McDonnell at 804 786 2211 and ask him one of the above 
questions or a question of their own.  

But he is taking a look at the larger political 
realities." 

Unfortunately, Ms. Gans' statement is 
inaccurate, since Governor McDonnell made it 
very clear that he IS opposed to keeping his 
campaign promise.  As he claimed, "Planned 
Parenthood provides other services," and it 
wouldn't be "proper" to defund them! 

According to VFL Executive Director 
McHugh, “It is critical that we grow VFL and 
grow it quickly.  Until there is a pro-life group 
in Virginia of sufficient size to hold the 
politicians accountable, we will continue to get 
the same type of betrayal that Bob McDonnell 
offers us.” 

McHugh is urging supporters to ask all 
your family and friends to sign up for our e-
mail alerts and make a donation at 
www.virginiansforlife.org. 
 

Election Alert 
Virginians For Life Executive Director 
Kellie McHugh is alerting VFL supporters 
of two special elections to be held on June 
15, 2010. 

Matt Lohr, from the 26th Virginia House 
of Delegate District that comprises 
Harrisonburg City and a large part of 
Rockingham County, is taking a place in 
the McDonnell administration. Sam Nixon 
from the 27th Delegate District, which 
comprises part of Chesterfield County, is 
also taking a spot in the McDonnell 
administration.  

Both of these men were relatively strong 
supporters of pro-life.  It is critical that 
pro-lifers who live in these areas get all 
their family and friends out to vote on June 
15th. VFL is in the process of surveying 
the candidates. For more information 
please email info@virginiansforlife.org. 



3 Life Defender May 2010  

 say, “I never voted for Planned Parenthood 
funding,” while the money continued to flow 
to Planned Parenthood out of a non-specific 
“general fund.” 

That is why Virginian’s for Life specifically 
asked Governor McDonnell to refer to 
Planned Parenthood in the budget amend-
ments and ban them from receiving funds. 

Instead, Governor McDonnell borrowed 
from the bureaucratic play book and, while he 
stipulated that no funds be used for “providing 
abortion services,” he simply failed to mention 
Planned Parenthood. This means that 
Governor McDonnell is continuing to allow 
tax dollars from the “general fund” to flow to 
Planned Parenthood. 

To make matters worse, Governor 
McDonnell approved a new form of revenue 
for Planned Parenthood. He signed a separate 
law, creating a “Trust Women/Respect 
Choice” specialty license plate in 
Virginia. Proceeds from these new Virginia 
license plates will also go to Planned 
Parenthood. 

Earlier in the legislative session, some true 
pro-life lawmakers amended this bill to redirect 
funds to Virginia’s Crisis Pregnancy Centers, 
but their amendment was killed in the senate. 

Governor McDonnell could have used the 
Governor’s veto pen to kill the bill or reinstate 
that amendment and allow the money to go to 
Crisis Pregnancy Centers. 

Instead, Governor McDonnell did amend 
the bill slightly. He threw another meaningless 
bone to pro-lifers by stipulating that the 
money cannot be used to “provide abortion 
services.” Then, Governor McDonnell signed 
the bill into law, sending all the proceeds to 
Virginia’s largest abortion provider: Planned 
Parenthood. 

While they are not tax dollars per se, 
Virginia government employees will still be the 
ones distributing Virginia license plates, and 
processing money through Virginia’s gov-
ernment offices before it is sent to Planned 
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Parenthood. Rather than give Planned 
Parenthood tax dollars directly, the state is 
helping them to raise money through the sale 
of state license plates. 

Since this is not a budget item, it doesn’t 
have to be renewed year after year. This is an 
entirely new and permanent source of Virginia 
funding for Planned Parenthood, signed into 
law by our own so-called “pro-life” Governor 
Bob McDonnell. 

Planned Parenthood sent out an update 
hailing this as a “victory,” and well they 
should. 

Every time you see a “Trust Women/ 
Respect Choice” license plate as you are 
driving down Virginia’s roads, remember that 
Planned Parenthood is thanking “pro-life” 
Governor Bob McDonnell for that new source 
of Virginia revenue to kill babies. 

Bob McDonnell is a typical politician 
trying to please both sides of the aisle and 
hopes that you and I are naive enough to buy 
it. 

According to Virginians for Life Executive 
Director Kellie McHugh, “Bob McDonnell 
must really think we are stupid.  Just because 
Virginia tax dollars cannot be used directly for 
abortion does not mean that it won’t be used 
to pay for other items, so that other funds can 
be used to kill babies.” 

VFL is urging Virginians to call Bob 
McDonnell at 804 786 2211 and let him know 
how disgusted they are, and that they expect 
him to fulfill his promise next year. 
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From the Desk of Kellie McHugh 
 

Facing the Harsh Political Reality 

It is a simple answer to a simple question. 

Money and influence is the answer. 

Money and influence are the reasons that groups like the Family Foundation 
and Virginia Society for Human Life sell out and become part of the problem. 

Money and influence are the reasons they are providing political cover for our 
so-called pro-life Governor’s sell out to Planned Parenthood. 

I remember when National Right to Life took a half million dollars from the Republican National 
Committee and ended up telling us that pro-abortion Bob Dole was a pro-life presidential candidate. 

Why?  For money and influence. 

You see, you can’t put on black tie dinners that make lots of money because Republican politicians  
purchase tables for a thousand dollars apiece and then turn around and tell Virginians the truth 
about their sell outs. 

That is why VFL came into existence.   

We don’t sponsor events where politicians spend their money. 

There needs to be a pro-life group that ONLY represents the babies and not Republicans. 

I hope and pray that if VFL ever grows to the size that we can counter the institutional pro-life 
lobbies that trade mobilization and true representation for influence and access that we will not sell 
out.  

Having influence on politicians and access to politicians makes you look good. It is an intoxicating 
temptation to sell out for.  Almost all political lobbies sell out for it. By God’s grace, as long as I 
have a say at VFL, we will not sell out.  

We will represent the babies to you. We will not become mouthpieces for the politicians. 

So please, ask all your family and friends to make a donation at www.virginiansforlife.org or to write 
a check to VFL and mail it to P.O. Box 1620, Front Royal, VA 22630. 

Until VFL can grow to the size of the Family Foundation, Virginians can expect to get nothing 
better than Bob McDonnell’s recent sell out to Planned Parenthood. 

 

      


